
VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERING 

 

This summer we have a virtual opportunity for teens (grades 6 -12) to earn community service 

time by writing book reviews for the library. 

 

Requirements: 

To volunteer as a Book Reviewer you must:  

 Contact Mrs. Burden (maryann.burden@chesterlib.org) and let her know you will be 

participating 

 Register for a READsquared account on our website.  You can register for READsquared 

right here: 

http://chesternjlibrary.readsquared.com/ 

 

The Volunteer Coordinator will review submissions and award volunteer time to approved 

reviews.  This opportunity is available for volunteers entering grades 6 – 12. 

 

What Your Review Should Look Like: 

Read an appropriately challenging book and write a short review between four and eight 

sentences long.  Listed below are questions to use as a guide, but it is not necessary to answer 

all of these in your review. Volunteers must post their completed review to their READsquared 

account. 

 

 What happens in this book? Provide a brief summary without giving away any important 

plot twists! 

 Did you like the book? Why or why not? (possible things to comment on are did you 

like/dislike:  a particular character,  the author’s writing style or sense of humor, the 

location, the ending). 

 Would you recommend this book and who do you think would really enjoy it? (for 

example: science fiction fans, someone who likes funny books or a good adventure 

story, etc.) 
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Sample Review: 

Village of Scoundrels by Margi Preus 

This book is based on the true story of a village in France that saved thousands of refugees from 

the Nazis during World War II.  This is an interesting story about a piece of history that I was not 

familiar with.  I especially liked that the chapters were narrated by different characters and that 

there were pictures in the back of the book of the real teens that the characters were based 

upon. My favorite character was ten-year-old Jules who was harassed by a local police officer 

but managed to pass along important information to help keep others safe.  I did sometimes 

find it confusing to keep track of all the characters but would still recommend this book to 

anyone who enjoys historical fiction and stories with action and suspense. 

 

Service Time Earned: 

Volunteers will receive two hours of community service time for each review when the 

Volunteer Coordinator approves their review on READsquared. Volunteers can earn credit for 

up to three book reviews per week. 

 

Questions: 

Questions on how to register for READsquared or post a review? Contact Mrs. Burden at 

maryann.burden@chesterlib.org 
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